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���� Under the hospice benefit, palliative care is defined as patient and family centered care that optimizes quality of life by anticipating, 

preventing, and treating suffering (§ 418.3). In addition to this definition of palliative care, should CMS consider defining 

palliative services, specifically regarding high-cost treatments? (Note, CMS is not seeking a change to the definition of palliative 

care, but rather should CMS consider defining palliative services regarding high-cost treatments?). 
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���� Should there be documentation that all other palliative measures have been exhausted prior to billing for a payment for a higher-

cost treatment? If so, would that continue to be a barrier for hospices? 
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���� Should there be separate payments for different types of higher-cost palliative treatments or one standard payment for any higher-

cost treatment that would exceed the per diem rate? 
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