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June 8, 2016

RE: ASH Recommendations to theftibnalCancerinstituteon theNational Cancer
Moonshot Initiative

Submitted electronically tdittps://cancerresearchideas.cancer.gov/

The American Society of Hematology (ASH) appreciates the opporturstybtmit
recommendationt® the National Cancer Institute (NCI) dlational Cancer
Moonshot Initiative The 6 RFLHW\ TV UHF R P RlélvQdpdal \WasdiQthve Z
ASH Agenda for Hematology Reseamtd $6 +1V 5SHFRPPHQGDWLF
Moonshot Initiative have beemvritten in theformatrequested by the NCI and
submitted through the NCI platform

l. Precision, Prevention, and Early Detection

Improve early hematologic cancer detection and prevention:Understanding
an inherited predisposition to hematologic malignancies, and how a pre
cancerous condition becomes cancer will allow for early intervention and ce
prevention.

a) What is the reseach problem? Hematologic diseases provide a unique
model for studying preancerous disorders. Specifically, they provide
researchers with the opportunity to utilize Fiomasive techniques that
allow for the monitoring of circulating blood cells, DNA, RINand other
biologic material to help identify or determine the disease state. There
need for continuous research focused on the identification of genetic o
epigenetic changes, as well as on biomarkers that could have an impa
disease risk and pgression.
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c) How will your solution make a difference?Supportingefforts that facilitate the
integration of genomic and epigenomic profiling into drug discovery efforts by using
genomic methods to sequence and analyze disease subtypes will allow for more rapid
development of novel targeted cancer therapies.

ASH looks forward toworking with the NCI on these important priority aretsprovide further
information, and to be a resource for the Institute. Please contact the ASH Scientific Affairs Specialist,
Alice Kuaban, MS, aakuaban@hematology.ofgr any additional information.

Sincerely,

Charles S. Abrams, MD
President
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